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CIRCULAR. 



DEPAItTME\T OF AoRlCULTTJRR, 

Washington, 1862. 

Sir : The CongresB of the TJiiHed States, oti the 17th of May last, passed an 
act containing, in part, the following provisions; 

" There is hereby establiahed at the seat of govemment a Deparhnont of 
Agriciilture, the general design and duties of which shall be to acquire and dif- 
fuse among the people of the United States useful information on subjects of 
agricultuie, in the most general and comprehensire sense of that word, and to 
procure, and propagate, and distribute among the people new and valuable 
seeds and pknta. 

" That there shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, a 'Commissioner of Agriculture,' who shall be the chief 
executive officer of the Department of Agriculture. 

"That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Agi-icultnre to acquire and 
preserve in his department, all information concerning agriculture whien he can 
obtain by means of books and correspondence, and by practical and scientific 
experiments, (accurate records of which experiments shall be kept in his office,) 
by the collection of stafiallcs, and by other apprepriate means within hia 
power ; to collect, as he may be able, new and v^uable seeds and plants, to 
t«st by cultivation the value of such of them as may require such tests ; to 
propagate such as may be worthy of propagation, and to distribute them among 
agriculturists." 

In pursuance of this act the Bureau of Agriciiltm-e heretofore conducted under 
the direction of the Commissioner of Patents, has been abolished, and all mat- 
ters pertaining thereto transferred to the Departmeat of Agriculture established 
by said act, and the undersigned duly appointed commissioner of the new depart- 
ment. 

With the view of carrying into effect the beneficent and important ends con- 
templated by its organization, I solicit the eo-operatioa of the farmers and 
friends of agricultm-e as well as of agricultural societies in every part of the 
country. Their experience in farming will render their correspondenee,with this 
department exceedingly deairable, and will greatly assist in promoting the ends 
prepoaed by Congress in eatablishing the same. 

1 am also desirous of aecuring the comity and friendly co-operation of foreign 
nations, and their scientific, agricultural, and economical societies, on the basis of 
a reciprocal exchange of 6ee£, plants, and animals, as well as of documents, re- 
ports, and transactions relating to t^-ieultm-e and its kindred pmsuits. 

Without entering, on the present occasion, into any details in respect to the 
multifarious known products of the flora and fauna of foreign countries, which 
it is desirable to introduce and naturalize in this country, information and con- 
tributions are respectftilly solicited on grape culture and the manufacture of 
wines; silk culture generally, and the Chinese varieties of the silk-worm that 
feed upon the leaves of the ailanthus, palma christi, oak leaf, and aah ; new 
varieties of cereals and grasses ; iibrous yielding and textile plants ; improved 
breeds of animals, valuable for their fleece, flesh, and other qualities ; _^sh cw/tiere 
and valuable varieties of European fish, that do not naturally inhabit our rivers 
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